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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§L97 and 1.98, applicant and the undersigned attorney 
wish to bring the following information to the Examiner's attention in connection with the 
examination of the above-captioned application. 
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U.S. Patent Documents^ 



Patent Number 


Issue Date 


Invento 


1,051,427 


1/28/1913 


McCluskey 


1,628,705 


5/17/1927 


Zimmer 


1,910,554 


5/23/1933 


Loehr et al. 


2,833,575 


5/6/1958 


Haller et al. 


2,835,118 


5/20/1958 


Varner 


2,863,185 


12/9/1958 


Riedi 


2,875,866 


3/3/1959 


Hess 


2,898,647 


8/11/1959 


Bush, et al. 


3,440,790 


4/29/1969 


Nerem 


3,445,972 


5/27/1969 


Carr 
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Patent Number 

3,502,359 
• 3,671,062 
3,782,054 
4,319,439 
4,373,311 
4,570,408 
4,622,791 
4,722,153 
4,813,195 
4,972,640 
4,979,345 
5,022,777 
5,048,997 
5,209,599 
5,210,990 
5,433,986 
5;454,-141 



5,531,051 
5,603,582 
5,644,892 
5,652,039 
5,687,521 
5,740,642 
5,813,179 
5,836,119 
5,966,880 
5,979,129 



U.S. Patent Documents 
Issue Date 

3/24/1970 

6/20/1972 

1/1/1974 

5/16/1982 

2/15/1983 

2/18/1986 

11/18/1986 

2/2/1988 

3/21/1989 

11/27/1990 

12/25/1990 

6/11/1991 

9/17/1991 

5/11/1993 

5/18/1993 

7/18/1995 

— 10/3/1995 

7/2/1996 

2/18/1997 

7/8/1997 

7/29/1997 

11/18/1997 

4/21/1998 

9/21/1998 

11/17/1998 

10/19/1999 

11/9/1999 



Inventor(s) 

Lucci 

Ashworth 

Goss, Jr. 

Gussow 

Artweger 

Frascaroli et al. 

Cook et al. 

Hardy 

Michlovic 

DiFazio 

Celsi 

Kolvites 

Peterson 

Kronenberg 

Kirk, Jr. 

Moscatello 

Ozbunetal: 

Chenier, Jr. et al. 

Loh 

Smythe, Jr. 
Tremain et al. 
Carlson et al. 
Koenig, Jr. et al. 
Koenig, Jr. et al. 
Emmanuel 
Bridges et al. 
Azar 
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Patent Number 

6,018,924 
6,146,048 
6,224,125 
6,290,285 
2003/0005660 



U.S. Patent Documents 

Issue Date Inventor(s) 

2/1/2000 Tamlyn 

1 1/14/2000 Stibolt 

5/1/2001 McCormack 

9/18/2001 McCormack 

1/9/2003 Stibolt 



Foreign Patent Documents 



Publication Number Publication Date 



DE 2 804 173 
DE 3 304 679 
GB 1 215 345 
GB 2 056 523 
GB 2 104 993 



8/8/1979 

10/1/1984 

12/9/1970 

3/18/1981 

3/16/1983 



A pplicant(s) 

gleich Anmelder 
Kurt 
Cannon 
Cash 
Twyford et al. 



The above references are listed on the Form PTO/SB/08A, which accompanies this 
Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of each reference is enclosed herewith. Applicant 
-respeetfully-requests-that-the-references cited herein and on the-attached Form rPTO/SB/08A — 
be considered in the present application. An English translation is provided for DE- 
2,804,173. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the $180 fee required by 37 CFR § 
1.17(p) to Deposit Account No. 06-1135. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 



Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery 
120 South LaSalle Street 
Suite 1600 

Chicago, Illinois 60603-3406 
Telephone: 312/577-7000 

327950 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: November 24. 2003 
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US-1,051,427 


01/28/1913 


McCluskey 








US-1, 628,705 


05/17/1927 


Zimmer 








US-1, 91 0,554 


05/23/1933 


Loehr et al. 








US-2,833,575 


05/06/1958 


Haller et al. 








US-2,835,118 


05/20/1958 


Varner 








US-2,863,185 


12/09/1958 


Riedi 








US-2,875,866 


03/03/1959 


Hess 








US-2,898,647 


08/11/1959 


Bush et al. 








US-3,440,790 


04/29/1969 


Nerem 








US-3,445,972 


05/27/1969 


Carr 








US-3,502,359 


03/27/1970 


Lucci 








US-3,671 ,062 


06/20/1972 


Ashworth 








US-3,782,054 


01/01/1974 


Goss, Jr. 








US-4,31 9,439 


05/16/1982 


Gussow 








US-4,373,311 


02/15/1983 


Artweger 








US-4,570,408 


02/18/1986 


Frascaroli et al. 








US-4,622,791 


11/18/1986 


Cook et al. 








US-4,722,153 


02/02/1988 


Hardy 








US-4,813,195 


03/21/1989 


Michlovic 








US-4,972,640 


11/27/1990 


DiFazio 








US-4,979,345 


12/25/1990 


Celsi 








US-5,022,777 


06/11/1991 


Kolvites 








US-5,048,997 


09/17/1991 


Peterson 








US-5,209,599 


05/11/1993 


Kronenberg 








US-5,21 0,990 


05/18/1993 


Kirk, Jr. 








US-5,433,986 


07/18/1995 


Moscatello 








US-5,454,141 


10/03/1995 


Ozbun et al. 
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Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter 
Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign 
of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document 
under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 




U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


nnrnmont Numhpr 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 






US-5 531 051 


07/02/1 996 


Chenier, Jr. et al. 








US-5 603 582 


02/18/1 997 


Loh 








US-5 644 892 


07/08/1997 


Smythe, Jr. 








US-5,652,039 


07/29/1997 


Tremain et al. 








US-5,687,521 


11/18/1997 


Carlson et al. 
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04/21/1998 


Koenig, Jr. et al. 








US-5,813,179 
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Koenig, Jr. et al. 








US-5,836,119 


11/17/1998 


Emmanuel 








US-5,966,880 


10/19/1999 


Bridges et al. 








US-5,979,129 


11/09/1999 


Azar 
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